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southern coast. If they came soon, he would he in position
to go to the relief of Capua with a better chance than if he
returned there now. Had Hasdrubal come to southern Italy
at this time instead of later by way of cisalpine Gaul, Han-
nibal might still have won a great measure of success. It
seems that he was wiser to reserve his efforts in favor of
Capua until he could act efficiently, than to fritter away his
forces on work to which he knew by his late experience he
could not succeed in doing justice.

The Eoman senate was much disappointed at these reverses,
which had been entirely unlocked for. But the promise of a
Capuan success came in to compensate for this, and the siege
was vigorously pushed. The consuls began to surround the
town with a siege wall. They had abundant supplies in their
great magazines of wheat at Casilinum and those made at
Puteoli and at the fort at the mouth of the Vulturnus, to
which corn came from Sardinia, Sicily and Etruria. The
men of Gracchus' army who had dispersed were gradually
captured and once again assembled under the colors and
added to the others; the bulk of the army of Claudius Nero
was called from the Claudian camp above Suessula, and the
siege was pushed by the three armies from three sides. Two
lines of walls as usual, with ditch and rampart, and towers
at intervals, were made to resist the Capuans from within and
Hannibal from without. These works took all winter, and the
Capuans, despite many efforts and one rather severe engage-
ment, in which they appear to have lost by dividing their
forces, were unable to break through. Only on one or two
occasions and before the line was complete could they even
get a messenger to Hannibal to implore his instant help.
These messengers found Hannibal at Brundisium, which he
was seeking to capture, the citadel of Tarentum having so far
resisted all his efforts. He promised, as early the next yearht have beenly it was decided that Appius Claudius should remaininto thonibal's army that thenceforth it was no longer
